
Minutes for 1/2/2020 CRCA  Meeting 

 

CRCA Officer Elections – All nominees voted in with no opposition 

 President - Celeste Hardester 
 Vice President - Don Simon 

 Treasurer - Mike Katra 

 Chair - Alex Fidrych 

 Recording Secretary - Molly Lawton 

 Corresponding Secretary - MaryAnn DiGiacomo 

 

Update from Councilman Jones office: 
 Josh Cohen said the mayor pocket-vetoed a few bills at the end of the year, 

including one designed for community benefit agreements with developers, and 
one that would have increased the Homestead exemption in property taxes. 

  
 Council will have their inauguration Monday 1/6/2020 

 

Variance Appeal Presentation  

344-50 Conarroe St - Bill O’Brien (Attorney), Roger Ross (Owner), and Bob Torres 
(Architect) 
 Want to convert a building that is currently storage space to 6 apartments on 

second floor with 7 parking spaces on the first floor with storage and bathrooms.  
 

 Appealing refusals for front loaded driveway and that first floor is required to be a 
living space but they want to make it parking and storage. 

 

 Apartments will be 400 - 800 square feet  
 

 Will be adding a second floor space for apartments inside the building, won’t go 
above the existing roof line. 

 

 Will refinish the outside of building to commemorate the former movie theater the 
building was originally created for. 

 

 ZBA Hearing for appeals will be held on February 5th 2020 at 2 PM. 
 

 
Guest Speaker from Streets Department  
David Dlugosz -  District Traffic Engineer 
 

 Lyceum Ave and Pedestrian Safety on Ridge Ave 

  
 Lyceum Ave will be repaved and relined in 2020. 
 
 Considerations: Angled parking vs Parallel parking; Painted Median vs Just 

Relining and Repaving. Bike-lanes;. Possible to have parallel on one side of 
street and angled on the other.  
 
Neighbors expressed concern about angled parking impact on driveways, and 
need to be able to do U-turns. There was little interest in bike lanes, that the road 



is wide enough, though it is high-speed.  
 
Streets will do a study of parking options and report back to CRCA.  Decisions 
need to be made by May. 

 

 Pedestrian safety on Ridge Ave.  

 Residents expressed concern for safety at Leverington and Ridge Ave; walking 
down Ridge Ave because of traffic turning onto side streets or onto Ridge; 
concern about drivers blowing stop signs.  RDC’s James Calamia mentioned that 
seven pedestrians have been struck on the Ridge in the past five years or so. 
Suggestion was made that bump-outs or raised berms be added where possible. 

 
 Mr. Dlugosz said safety features are being added at Ridge and Krams. He will 

look into history of pedestrian incidents and get back to us. 
 
  

 

  
 

 


